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MEDIA RELEASE

DATE: March15,2021[11:20AM]

Sheriff's Office Holds Third Virtual CommunityConversations

TheEl PasoCountySheriff'sOffice is excitedto haveour third virtual CommunityConversationsThese
Conversationsvill takeplaceonceamonthandwill targeta differentareaof our vastanddiversecommunity.The
goalsof CommunityConversationsre:

* To build trustandmutualrespecbetweermemberof the El PasoCountyCommunityandlaw enforcement,
especiallythe Sheriff's Office;

» To understandthroughdialogue whatchallenge®ur Communityhaswith law enforcement;

* To developameandor communicatiorfor our Communityto work with the Sheriff's Office developinga list of
community-basegrioritiesto servethe public good;

* To helpinform our CommunityaboutSheriff’s Office trainingandpoliciesaroundissuesof communityconcern
suchasUseof Forceanddisciplinaryprocesses;

* To discusslail operationsandtheimpacttheseoperationgraveon our Community;

* To provideamechanisnfor proactiveresponsdérom the Sheriff's Office to concerngaisedby our Communityto
alleviatefear, particularlyfrom peopleof color, duringcontactswith the Sheriff's Office.

CommunityConversationss anopportunityto engageandconnecipeoplein El PasoCountywith memberof the
Sheriff's Office. The Conversationstartfrom a placeof listeningto build understandingnddevelopa level of
trustbetweerour Communityandthe Sheriff's Office.

Thenextvirtual CommunityConversatioreventis scheduledor WednesdayiMarch24,2021,from 6PM - 8PM.
We will beseekingnputfrom communitymembersvholive in the Falcon/Peyton/Calhaareas.Anyonewishing
to participatein the EI PasoCountySheriff's Office CommunityConversationss encourageto RSVPthrough
emailat conversations@elpasoco.cofhedeadlinefor registrations TuesdayMarch23,2021.We arelimited
25 participants.
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The El Paso County Sheriff's Office is excited to have our third virtual Community Conversations. These Conversations will take place once a month and will target a different area of our vast and diverse community. The goals of Community Conversations are:

• To build trust and mutual respect between members of the El Paso County Community and law enforcement, especially the Sheriff’s Office;

• To understand, through dialogue, what challenges our Community has with law enforcement;
 
• To develop a means for communication for our Community to work with the Sheriff’s Office developing a list of community-based priorities to serve the public good;

• To help inform our Community about Sheriff’s Office training and policies around issues of community concern such as Use of Force and disciplinary processes;

• To discuss Jail operations and the impact these operations have on our Community;

• To provide a mechanism for proactive response from the Sheriff’s Office to concerns raised by our Community to alleviate fear, particularly from people of color, during contacts with the Sheriff’s Office.

Community Conversations is an opportunity to engage and connect people in El Paso County with members of the Sheriff’s Office. The Conversations start from a place of listening to build understanding and develop a level of trust between our Community and the Sheriff’s Office.

The next virtual Community Conversation event is scheduled for Wednesday, March 24, 2021, from 6PM - 8PM. We will be seeking input from community members who live in the Falcon/Peyton/Calhan areas.  Anyone wishing to participate in the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office Community Conversations is encouraged to RSVP through email at conversations@elpasoco.com.  The deadline for registration is Tuesday, March 23, 2021. We are limited 25 participants.
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